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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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2a)S This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [*3 Claim(s) 6.7.13.20 is/are rejected. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Status of Claims 

1 . : Due to communications filed 4/27/05, the following is a final office action. Claims 
1-5, 8-12 and 14-19 have been cancelled. Claims 6, 7, 13 and 20 have been amended. 
Claims 6, 7, 13 and 20 are pending in this application and have been examined on the 
merits. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §103 

2. ■ The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 
of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. • Claims 6, 7, 13 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Samuel et al (US 6,023,729), and further in view of Howe et al (US 
6,826,775). 

As per claim 6, Samuel et al discloses: 

a method for enhancing on-line commerce comprising the steps of, (Abstract, 



lines 



1-3, method for grouping or matching network users and computers associated 



with multi-user applications): 
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determining by a server an attribute of a client, (Col. 2, lines 53-60, shows the 
matchmaker application which resides on a server, facilitates communications w/ col. 
14= line 61-Col. 15, line 5, shows attributes are associated with clients and client 
applications include first cooperating client applications), 

classifying the client in a set according to the attribute, (Col. 15, lines 6-1 1 , a 
value of at least one attribute is associated with the first cooperating client application); 

initiating before a request by any client in such set a message by the server, 
(Col. 15, lines 11-13, transmitting a message). 

wherein the message is initiated adaptively or dynamically according to the 
attributes of a plurality of clients classified in the set, the classification being contextually 
mapped 'with the initiated message by comparing attributes to classify each client in the 
set the ; set classification being identified in group registry, (Col. 15, lines 11-13, where 
message includes at least one value, in this case the value is associated with at least 
one attribute that is associated with the first cooperating client application). 

: whereby a sale or transaction message may be provided to one or more clients 
classified in the set in response to the client request, (Col. 8, line 66-Col. 9, line 19, 
shows message associated with game offer and also shows a game offer representing 
a transaction is associated with specific client groups), 

and one or more sensed client attributes, (Col. 9, lines 11-16, shows plural game 
attributes), 

determining by the server a second attribute of the client; classifying the client in 
a second set according to the second attribute; and initiating before a request by any 
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client in such second set a second message by the server to one or more clients 
classified in the second set, (Col. 2, lines 53-60, shows matchmaker application that 
resides on a server computer facilitates communication between the clients, w/ col. 18, 
lines 21-27, shows a second message that includes a second of a plurality of attributes 
associated with the second client application). 

Samuel et al fails to disclose the client request comprising an online search 
query and auction bid ... in order to bill or charge the client appropriately for the search 
query or auction bid... wherein at least one of the classified clients comprises an 
interactive digital television appliance for enabling digital media play-back interactively 
between the appliance and the server, whereby the server may sense one or more 
appliance attribute from the group consisting of an appliance model number, an 
entertainment preference, and a budget allowance, but does disclose a system for 
controlling and monitoring access to network servers in the abstract, lines 1-2, and also 
discloses that an attribute can have a value that shows a number of client applications 
that all desire to use the same game title in Col. 7,lines 2-7, which can represent an 
entertainment preference. 

However, Howe et al discloses: 

the client request comprising an online search query and auction bid, (Col. 2, 
lines 36-47, shows a subscriber may query a system and that on-line service are also 
available though these interactive communications, where an auction bid is commonly 
represented by an interactive service), in order to bill or charge the client appropriately 
for the search query and auction bid, (Col. 26, lines 26-29, shows interactive services 
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include pay-per-view) wherein at least one of the classified clients comprises an 
interactive digital television appliance for enabling digital media play-back interactively 
between the appliance and the server, whereby the server may sensei one or more 
appliance attribute from the group consisting of an appliance model number, an 
entertainment preference, and a budget allowance, (Abstract, lines 1-2, interactive 
television services, w/ col. 17, line 59-col. 18, line 8, where the interactive callback 
address (ICA) associated with the interactive application or program is available to call 
and establish with an interactive server an interactive session associated with the 
program, where the ICA is used to access a button for indicating the availability of an 
interactive application during the interactive session is made available, in this case, the 
ICA serves as the attribute since it is a unique element also used to determine 
availability and since the ICA describes a logical address that would map to an 
interactive server's network address and includes an application ID as shown in Col. 16, 
lines 49-51. In this case, the application ID for an interactive application represents the 
model number). Howe et al discloses these limitations in an analogous art for the 
purpose^ showing that the availability of an interaction application or program is made 
available to users of the interactive system. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to incorporate queries and auction bids, billing the customer for the 
query and auction bid, and for at least one of the classified clients comprises an 
appliance for enabling digital media play-back interactively between the appliance and 
the server, whereby the server may sense one or more appliance attribute from the 
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group consisting of an appliance model number, an entertainment preference, a budget 
allowance, and a schedule availability with the motivation of showing how attributes can 
effect the digital image display. 

As per claim 7, Samuel et al discloses: 

a method for enhancing on-line commerce comprising the steps of, (Abstract, 
lines 1-3, method for grouping or matching network users and computers associated 
with multi-user applications): 

determining by a server an attribute of a client, (Col. 2, lines 53-60, shows the 
matchmaker application which resides on a server, facilitates communications w/ col. 
14, line 61 -Col. 15, line 5, shows attributes are associated with clients and client 
applications include first cooperating client applications), 

classifying the client in a set according to the attribute, (Col. 15, lines 6-1 1 , a 
value of at least one attribute is associated with the first cooperating client application); 

initiating before a request by any client in such set a message by the server, 
(Col. 15, lines 11-13, transmitting a message). 

; wherein the message is initiated adaptively or dynamically according to the 
attributes of a plurality of clients classified in the set, the classification being contextually 
mapped with the initiated message by comparing attributes to classify each client in the 
set the set classification being identified in group registry, (Col. 15, lines 11-13, where 
message includes at least one value, in this case the value is associated with at least 
one attribute that is associated with the first cooperating client application). 
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whereby a sale or transaction message may be provided to one or more clients 
classified in the set in response to the client request, (Col. 8, line 66-Col. 9, line 19, 
shows message associated with game offer and also shows a game offer representing 
a transaction is associated with specific client groups), 

and one or more sensed client attributes, (Col. 9, lines 11-16, shows plural game 
attributes), 

determining by the server a second attribute of a second client; classifying the 
second client in a second set according to the second attribute; and initiating before a 
request by any client in such second set a second message by the server to the clients 
classified in the second set, (Col. 17, lines 10-17, shows formation of a second group 
dataset representing a second client group, w/ Col. 18, lines 21-27, shows a second 
message). 

Samuel et al fails to disclose the client request comprising an online search 
query and auction bid ... in order to bill or charge the client appropriately for the search 
query or auction bid.. .wherein at least one of the classified clients comprises an 
interactive digital television appliance for enabling digital media play-back interactively 
between the appliance and the server, whereby the server may sense one or more 
appliance attribute from the group consisting of an appliance model number, an 
entertainment preference, and a budget allowance, but does disclose a system for 
controlling and monitoring access to network servers in the abstract, lines 1-2, and also 
discloses that an attribute can have a value that shows a number of client applications 
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that all desire to use the same game title in Col. 7,lines 2-7, which can represent an 
entertainment preference. 

However, Howe et al discloses: 

the client request comprising an online search query and auction bid, (Col. 2, 
lines 36-47, shows a subscriber may query a system and that on-line service are also 
available though these interactive communications, where an auction bid is commonly 
represented by an interactive service), in order to bill or charge the client appropriately 
for the search query and auction bid, (Col. 26, lines 26-29, shows interactive services 
include pay-per-view) wherein at least one of the classified clients comprises an 
interactive digital television appliance for enabling digital media play-back interactively 
between the appliance and the server, whereby the server may sense one or more 
appliance attribute from the group consisting of an appliance model number, an 
entertainment preference, and a budget allowance, (Abstract, lines 1-2, interactive 
television services, w/ col. 17, line 59-col. 18, line 8, where the interactive callback 
address (ICA) associated with the interactive application or program is available to call 
and establish with an interactive server an interactive session associated with the 
program, where the ICA is used to access a button for indicating the availability of an 
interactive application during the interactive session is made available, in this case, the 
ICA serves as the attribute since it is a unique element also used to determine 
availability, and since the ICA describes a logical address that would map to an 
interactive server's network address and includes an application ID as shown in Col. 16, 
lines 49-51. In this case, the application ID for an interactive application represents the 
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model number). Howe et al discloses these limitations in an analogous art for the 
purpose of showing that the availability of an interaction application or program is made 
available to users of the interactive system. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to incorporate queries and auction bids, billing the customer for the 
query and auction bid, and for at least one of the classified clients comprises an 
appliance for enabling digital media play-back interactively between the appliance and 
the server, whereby the server may sense one or more appliance attribute from the 
group consisting of an appliance model number, an entertainment preference, a budget 
allowance, and a schedule availability with the motivation of showing how attributes can 
effect the digital image display. 

As per claim 13, Samuel et al. discloses: 

ah interface, (Col. 8, lines 27-28, graphical user interface), 

a processor, (Col. 18, lines 5-7, processing application); 

wherein the interface is accessible by a server coupled to a network, (Col. 2, 
lines 53^60, matchmaker application residing on server facilitates network 
communications), 

whereby the processor may provide the network access to a signal generated by 
the sensor; the interface being classifiable in a set according to the signal, the interface 
receiving a network signal according to the classified set, the network signal being 
initiated before a client message request adaptively or dynamically... the classification 
being contextually mapped with the network signals and identified in a group registry, 
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(Col. 15, lines 6-1 1, a value of at least one attribute is associated with the first 
cooperating client application, w/Col. 15, lines 11-13, transmitting a message, where 
message includes at least one value, in this case the value is associated with at least 
one attribute that is associated with the first cooperating client application), whereby a 
saje or transaction message may be provided to one or more clients classified in the set 
in response to the client message request, (Col. 8, line 66-Col. 9, line 19, shows 
message associated with game offer and also shows a game offer representing a 
transaction is associated with specific client groups), 

and one or more sensed client attributes, (Col. 9, lines 11-16, shows plural game 
attributes), 

: Samuel fails to disclose the following, but does disclose matching network users 
and computers associated with multi-user applications in the abstract, lines 1-3. 
However Howe et al discloses: 

a sensor, (col. 30, lines 35, processor programmed to detect); 
the client request comprising an online search query and auction bid, (Col. 2, 
lines 36^47, shows a subscriber may query a system and that on-line service are also 
available though these interactive communications, where an auction bid is commonly 
represented by an interactive service), in order to bill or charge the client appropriately 
for the search query and auction bid, (Col. 26, lines 26-29, shows interactive services 
include pay-per-view), ...according to a plurality of generated sensor signals associated 
with the classified set, (Col. 4, lines 21-28, shows an interactive system capable of 
receiving broadband signals and programmed to detect the presence and content of an 
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identifying code or callback address, w/ col. 3, lines 5-10, shows that the interactive 
system can be located geographically close to a corresponding set of subscribers). 
Howe et al discloses this limitation in an analogous art for the purpose of showing that a 
specific set of subscribers located in a particular geographic area are able to receive 
broadband signals associated with these subscribers). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate 
limitations of Howe et al into Samuel et al, including a sensor and the idea of charging 
for the user query and associating the classified set into adaptively or dynamically 
directing the network signal according to the generated sensor signals because in order 
to direct these type of signals to the appropriate subscribers for the appropriate fee, 
they need to be classified or grouped in a specific order. 

; Samuel et al fails to disclose wherein at least one of the classified clients 
comprises an interactive digital television appliance for enabling digital media play-back 
interactively between the appliance and the server, whereby the server may sense one 
or more appliance attribute from the group consisting of an appliance model number, an 
entertainment preference, and a budget allowance, but does disclose a system for 
controlling and monitoring access to network servers in the abstract, lines 1-2, and also 
discloses that an attribute can have a value that shows a number of client applications 
that all desire to use the same game title in Col. 7,lines 2-7, which can represent an 
entertainment preference. 

However, Howe et al discloses: 



Application/Control Number: 09/145,167 Page 12 

Art Unit: 3639 

wherein at least one of the classified clients comprises an interactive digital 
television appliance for enabling digital media play-back interactively between the 
appliance and the server, whereby the server may sense one or more appliance 
attribute from the group consisting of an appliance model number, an entertainment 
preference, and a budget allowance, (Abstract, lines 1-2, interactive television services, 
w/ col. 17, line 59-col. 18, line 8, where the interactive callback address associated with 
the interactive application or program is available to call and establish with an 
interactive server an interactive session associated with the program, where the a 
button for indicating the availability of an interactive application during the interactive 
session is made available, and since the ICA describes a logical address that would 
map to an interactive server's network address and includes an application ID as shown 
in Col. 16, lines 49-51. In this case, the application ID for an interactive application 
represents the model number). Howe et al discloses this limitation in an analogous art 
for the purpose of showing that the availability of an interaction application or program is 
made available to users of the interactive system. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention for at least one of the classified clients comprises an appliance for 
enabling digital media play-back interactively between the appliance and the server, 
whereby the server may sense one or more appliance attribute from the group 
consisting of an appliance model number, an entertainment preference, a budget 
allowance, and a schedule availability with the motivation of showing how attributes can 
effect the digital image display. 
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As per claim 20, Samuel et al. discloses: 

receiving an attribute signal from a first node, (Col. 2, lines 53-60, shows the 
matchmaker application which resides on a server, facilitates communications w/ col. 
14, line 61-Col. 15, line 5, shows attributes are associated with clients and client 
applications include first cooperating client applications, in this case, signals are 
inherent with Samuel since messages are sent throughout the network, and signals are 
necessary for this type of transmission; 

: transmitting the attribute signal to a second node for classifying the first node in a 
set according to the attribute signal; (Col. 15, lines 6-1 1 , a value of at least one attribute 
is associated with the first cooperating client application); 

receiving a message signal from the second node /transmitting the message 
signal to; one or more nodes classified in the set, the message signal being initiated 
before a! message request from the first node adaptively or dynamically according to a 
plurality ;of attribute signals and identified in a group registry, (Col. 15, lines 11-13, 
transmitting a message, where message includes at least one value, in this case the 
value is associated with at least one attribute that is associated with the first cooperating 
client application), 

whereby a sale or transaction message may be provided to one or more nodes 
classified in the set in response to the message request, (Col. 8, line 66-Col. 9, line 19, 
shows message associated with game offer and also shows a game offer representing 
a transaction is associated with specific client groups), 
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and one or more sensed node attributes, (Col. 9, lines 11-16, shows plural game 
attributes), 

receiving a second attribute signal from a third node; transmitting the second 
attribute signal to the second node for classifying the third node in the set according to 
the second attribute signal; receiving a second message signal from the second node; 
and transmitting the second message signal to one or more nodes classified in the set, 
Col. 17, lines 10-17, shows formation of a second group dataset representing a second 
client group, w/ Col. 18, lines 21-27, shows a second message). 

: Samuel et al fails to disclose the client request comprising an online search 
query and auction bid ... in order to bill or charge the client appropriately for the search 
query of auction bid. ..wherein at least one of the classified clients comprises an 
interactive digital television appliance for enabling digital media play-back interactively 
between the appliance and the server, whereby the server may sense one or more 
appliance attribute from the group consisting of an appliance model number, an 
entertainment preference, and a budget allowance, but does disclose a system for 
controlling and monitoring access to network servers in the abstract, lines 1-2, and also 
discloses that an attribute can have a value that shows a number of client applications 
that all desire to use the same game title in Col. 7,lines 2-7, which can represent an 
entertainment preference. 

However, Howe et al discloses: 

the client request comprising an online search query and auction bid, (Col. 2, 
lines 36-47, shows a subscriber may query a system and that on-line service are also 
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available though these interactive communications, where an auction bid is commonly 
represented by an interactive service), in order to bill or charge the client appropriately 
for the search query and auction bid, (Col. 26, lines 26-29, shows interactive services 
include pay-per-view) wherein at least one of the classified clients comprises an 
interactive digital television appliance for enabling digital media play-back interactively 
between the appliance and the server, whereby the server may sense one or more 
appliance attribute from the group consisting of an appliance model number, an 
entertainment preference, and a budget allowance, (Abstract, lines 1-2, interactive 
television services, w/ col. 17, line 59-col. 18, line 8, where the interactive callback 
address (ICA) associated with the interactive application or program is available to call 
and establish with an interactive server an interactive session associated with the 
program, where the ICA is used to access a button for indicating the availability of an 
interactive application during the interactive session is made available, in this case, the 
ICA serves as the attribute since it is a unique element also used to determine 
availability, and since the ICA describes a logical address that would map to an 
interactive server's network address and includes an application ID as shown in Col. 16, 
lines 49-51 . In this case, the application ID for an interactive application represents the 
model number). Howe et al discloses these limitations in an analogous art for the 
purposed showing that the availability of an interaction application or program is made 
available to users of the interactive system. 

It Would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to incorporate queries and auction bids, billing the customer for the 
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query and auction bid, and for at least one of the classified clients comprises an 
appliance for enabling digital media play-back interactively between the appliance and 
the server, whereby the server may sense one or more appliance attribute from the 
group consisting of an appliance model number, an entertainment preference, a budget 
allowance, and a schedule availability with the motivation of showing how attributes can 
effect the digital image display. 



Response to Arguments 

4. ; Applicant's arguments filed 4/27/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The applicant argues that the examiner's 35 U.S.C. 103 rejections are overcome 
since neither Samuel nor Howe teach "the server may sense one or more appliance 
attribute; from the group consisting of an appliance model number, an entertainment 
preference, and a budget allowance. However, as described above in the rejection, the 
combination of Samuel and Howe disclose this limitation. First, Samuel disclose that an 
attribute; can have a value that shows a number of client applications that all desire to 
use the same game title in Col. 7, lines 2-7, which can represent an entertainment 
preference. In addition, Howe discloses the detection of the ICA which describes a 
logical address that would map to an interactive server's network address and includes 
an; application ID as shown in Col. 1 6, lines 49-51 . In this case, the application ID for an 
interactive application represents the model number 
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Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Ahy inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Akiba K Robinson-Boyce whose telephone number is 
571-272^6734. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Tuesday 8:30am- 
5pm, and Wednesday, 8:30 am-12:30 pm. 

; If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-746-7238 
[After final communications, labeled "Box AF"], 703-746-7239 [Official Communications], 
and 703^746-7150 [Informal/Draft Communications, labeled "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT]. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 



A R. B. 
July 12, 2005 



) 



